
Thank you Madame Chairman.

You were kind enough to inform the Working Group 
yesterday, of the First International Festival and 
Conference on Indigenous and Traditional Cultures which 
was held in the Philippines Last year and in which, 
though regretfully you could not attend, you were ably 
represented by Mr. Tian Jin of the People's Republic of 
China.

Allow me to dwell at some length on this conference 
for it was a unique event that brought together
ethnic tribes from many parts of the world during which 
for a period of six days they defined their role and 
place in the world community, while for my government, 
which hosted the conference, it provided the occasion 
to restate its unswerving commitment to the promotion 
of cultural identity and development. One hundred and 
ten ethnic groups and cultural communities in the 
Philippines representing some 8 million tribal Filipinos 
attended the Conference. Representatives from the 
People’s Republic of China, Denmark, Egypt, France, 
the Republic of Korea, Hongkong, Indonesia, India, Japan, 
Jordan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Senegal, 
Singapore, Thailand, Uganda, the United States of 
America and the United Kingdom likewise participated 
in the Conference.
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During the meeting, spokesmen from various Philippine 
ethnic groups articulated their concerns relating to 
educación, health, communications, the environment 
and the economy while representatives from the government 
sector, ir. particular, from the Philippine Department of 
Nacional Defense, the Office of Northern Cultural 
Minorities, the Office of Southern Cultural Minorities 
and the Office of Muslim Affairs heard their views and 
sentiments. At the end of the session, the Conference 
adopted the Manila Declaration which recognized among 
others the right of ethnic and indigenous communities 
to their ancestral lands. The Conference adopted 12 
other resolutions on tribal populations and well-being, 
on cultural survival and integrity, on the conferment 
of civil service eligibilities to cultural communities 
through special examinations, on government support in 
the provision of economic opportunities for members of 
cultural communities and the like- We are proud to say 
that these resolutions were adopted with the object in 
mind not only of ensuring the continuing survival of 
indigenous populations in the Philippines but of enhancing 
their active participation in nation-building.

There are today some 10 million Filipinos belonging 
to 11Û ethnic cribes in the Philippines. Altogether, 
they represent roughly 161 of the national population.
The 19 87 Philippine Constitution provides that the 
State is mandated to "recognise, respect and protect the
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rights of indigenous cultural communities, to preserve 
and develop their cultures, traditions and institution.
The State shall consider those rights in the formulation 
of national plans and policies. And because basic to 
their survival is their right over their ancestral lands, 
the State is further bound to protect the rights of 
indigenous cultural communities to ancestral lands zo 

ensure their economic, social and cultural well-being.

The most unique feature of the Philippine Constitution 
insofar as indigenous populations are concerned however 
may be found in Sections 15 to 21 of Article X which 
provides for the creation of autonomous regions in Muslim 
Mindanao and in the Cordilleras within the framework of 
the national sovereignty as well as territorial integrity 
of the Republic of the Philippines. In accordance with 
this mandate, the Congress of the Philippines enacted 
this year the Organic Act for Muslim Mindanao and the 
Organic Act for the Cordilleras. These Acts should 
enable the cultural communities of these two regions 
to formulate their own development program in accordance 
with their ethnic individuality.

In the meanwhile, the Philippine Government has 
created three offices to address the immediate needs of 
cultural minorities: these are the Office of Northern 
Cultural Minorities, the Office of Southern Cultural 
Minorities and the Office of Muslim Affairs. Through
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these agencies, che Government hopes to preserve the 
identities of individual tribes and protect their rights.

These are some of the measures the Philippine 
Government has taken during the past years to protect 
our indigenous minorities. Much still remain to be done 
but I think we have made a good beginning.

Thank you.
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ancestral lands. These are Senate Bill No. 86 declaring 

all lands occupied and possessed by members of cultural 

communities as natural conservation areas ; Senate Bill 

No. 152 providing that the ancestral domain of each 

cultural community sha 11 embrace all the lands and 

resources in their actual possession and that their 

large-scale exploitation and development could only 

proceed with the consent of the cultural community 

concerned and finally, there is House Bill No. 428 creating 

a Commission on Ancestral Domain empowered to identify 

the ancestral lands of indigenous cultural communities.

In respect of dislocations of tribal groups from 

their ancestral lands as a result of military operations,

I wish to clarify that in the Southern island of Mindanao, 

an insurgency situation exists. However, before the 

military launches into attack, the civilian population 

and tribal communities are warned of the impending 

military operation. Dislocations of tribal communities 

under the circumstances cannot therefore be avoided. We 

do not think however that this is per se a violation of 

their human rights. On the other hand, not to warn them 

of the impending attack and thereby endanger their lives, 

to our mind, would constitute a violation of the most 

fundamental of human rights - the right to life.

Autonomous regions. It is a pity that my 

compatriots should question the validity of one of 

the most unique features of the Philippine Constitution
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autonomy to indigenous populations is certainly, a

political exercise that many governments would be most

adverse to go through. And yet two days ago, President

Aquino signed into law the autonomy Act for Muslim

Mindanao which she hopes will finally bring peace to

Southern Philippines and address the political and other

basic concerns of the people in that region. Both the

Organic Acts for Muslim Mindanao and the Cordilleras

are not perfect instruments as our lady compatriot so

apty pointed out but I wish to invite her attention to

the fact that this is the very reason why the Constitution
organic laws shall 

provides that these ./ be effective only when approved

by a majority of votes cast by the constituent units

in a plebiscite which will be called for that purpose.

Finally, a call has been made that the United 

Natons should perhaps take a hand in monitoring human 

rights violations in the Philippines. I wish to state 

in very clear and categorical terms that the Philippine 

Government is fully cooperating with the United Nations 

in this laudable endeavor, through dialogues the 

Philippine Mission in Geneva conducts with the Special 

Rapporteur on Summary Executions, with the Special 

Rapporteur on Torture and with the Working Group on 

Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances. In fact the 

Group has been invited and will visit the Philippines 

this year to look into the phenomenon of disappearances 

within the Philippine context. I wish to add that 

earlier this year the Philippines presented and defended
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Committee and the Committee Against Torture, respectively.

And in two weeks' time from today, the Philippines will

appear before the Committee on the Elimination of

Racial Discrimination to present its report on measures

taken by the Philippine Government to eliminate all

forms of racial discrimination.

I shall conclude my right of reply by quoting 
President Aquino to make it clear once and for all before 
this forum and here I begin to quote her

"Wewelcome the continuing concern of human 

rights groups both here and abroad, about the 

human rights situation in the Philippines. We 

need all the eyes that can be spared to uncover 

the abuses that still occur, even as we need 

every pair of hands to bind the wounds and bring 

the perpetrators to justice."

Thank you.


